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TOA EXHIBIT HALL
JW Grand Ballroom

Welcome Texas Optometry family!

The 121st annual TOA Summit is here, and 
this year is a very special year worthy of 
celebration. In 1921, the profession of Optometry 
was officially born in Texas with the passage 
of the Texas Optometry Act.  Here in 2021, we 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of this great 
accomplishment by our colleagues of the past.

During the 37th session of the Texas Legislature, 
State Senator W.L. Hall authored Senate Bill 50, 
which established the profession of Optometry 
in Texas. With the assistance of Representative 
Sam Johnson, father of future President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, the bill passed the legislature and
was signed into law by Governor Pat Neff. With
the signing in Texas, all 48 states in 1921 had
finally recognized Optometry as a separate
vision care profession. Remarkably, it took 21
hard-fought years for our colleagues, including
Mollie Armstrong and others, to achieve the
success that now allows each of us to practice
100 years later.

Because we experienced an overwhelming 
number of virtual meetings during the past year, 
our Meetings Committee worked very hard with 
our host hotel to bring you a specially modified 
safety-based program this year so that we 
could all meet in person. 

As usual, TOA brings you only the best 
Continuing Education from nationally renowned 
speakers. So, enjoy the top-notch experience 
designed by your TOA, with exactly what you 
wanted. We are glad you are here with us!

Mario Contaldi, OD
TOA President




